TEACHING   IN    THE   INFANTS*    SCHOOL

stimulus of the teacher's suggestion. He cannot listen
even to the simplest story, since he seems to lack the
power to follow a narrative. He may be obedient and
tractable, but shows no signs of developing independ-
ence or a sense of responsibility. At five years of age,
if he is promoted to the next class and has the oppor-
tunity to do so, he will continue to select toys and
occupations belonging to an earlier' age, in spite of
the variety of fresh occupations and pursuits that
call for his interest. The teacher who observes a
child of this type over a period of, say, a year will
usually begin to think that he is ecduller" than the
other children.

Before we can come to any definite conclusion about
him, a careful study of the home environment and
early personal history will be necessary. Although the
child is retarded in the activities and responses natural
to his age, the cause may be chiefly physical or emo-
tional, or a combination of the two. For instance, there
may have been extreme delicacy in babyhood which
has delayed the child's whole development; or a
succession of childish illnesses, which have kept the
child in bed a great deal, may have hindered him
from making the contacts with the environment that
a child of one to three years usually makes before
entering school.

Extreme poverty of home conditions may be pro-
ductive of inertia; the home may lack even the simplest
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